
RACIAL PROFILING DATA/2003   
Agency:         Population:  

 

KEY INDICATORS Total White Black Hispanic Asian Am. Indian Other 

Stops   

Searches     

Arrests   

Statewide population %   

Local population %   

Disparity index   

Search rate   

Contraband hit rate   

Arrest rate   

Notes:     Population figures are from the 2000 Census for persons 16 years of age and older who designated a single race. 
Hispanics may be of any race.  Other includes persons of mixed race and unknown race.   
Disparity index = (proportion of stops / proportion of population). A value of 1 represents no disparity; values greater than 1          
indicate over-representation, values less than 1 indicate under-representation. 
 
Search rate = (searches / stops) X 100. 
Contraband hit rate = (searches with contraband found / total searches) X 100. 
Arrest rate = (arrests / stops) X 100.                                                                                     #Error indicates zero denominator. 
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SEARCH STATS Total White Black Hispanic Asian Am. Indian Other 
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Some 8.4 percent of the persons stopped by St. Louis police in 2003 were searched (2,725 searches out of 32,436 total traffic stops). Black citizens 
were, however, searched in 11.1 percent of traffic stops, as compared to 6.1 percent of white citizens. In effect, 661 more black citizens than white 
citizens were searched. Closer examination reflected that the disparity in the search rate was largely due to black citizens having an outstanding 
warrant in 696 cases, as compared to 110 cases for white citizens, a difference of 586. Since warrants issued by the courts have a bail requirement, 
officers must make a full custody arrest in those situations, which requires a search. The data further reflects that the reason for probable cause for 
the search reported by officers was higher for black citizens than white citizens for all reasons listed, to include incident to arrest (+388), voluntary 
consent (+152), reasonable suspicion of a weapon (+72), etc.




